compiles weed management information from ten state agencies owning land in Montana and the 56 county weed districts where the land is located. It is critical that responsible parties at the local and state levels communicate effectively and actively take part in each other's noxious weed control program to facilitate effective weed management across the state.
State Agency and County Weed District Biennial Noxious Weed Report For Fiscal Years 2016 and 2017
The Montana Department of Agriculture is pleased to submit the State Agency and County Weed District Biennial Noxious Weed Report for fiscal years 2016 and 2017. The report is legislatively required, and compiles weed management information from ten state agencies owning land in Montana and the 56 county weed districts where the land is located. It is critical that responsible parties at the local and state levels communicate effectively and actively take part in each other's noxious weed control program to facilitate effective weed management across the state.
Under Section 7-22-2151, MCA, of the County Noxious Weed Control Act, state agencies are required to develop an agreement with county weed boards for weed management on state-owned lands. Agreements must include:
• an integrated noxious weed management plan that is updated biennially;
• a noxious weed management goals statement;
• a specific plan of operations, including a budget to implement the plan; and • submittal of a biennial performance report to the State Weed Coordinator at the Montana Department of Agriculture regarding success of the plan on a form provided by the Department. Based on submitted information, the report shows that:
• an estimated 334,117 acres of state lands are infested with noxious weeds, an increase of over 13 percent from the previous report; • 102,883 acres were controlled at a cost of $6,156,806, for an average cost of approximately $59.84 per acre; • additional funding is needed for dedicated personnel and noxious weed control programs on state lands to protect Montana's agriculture, forestry, livestock, wildlife, and native plant communities.
There are significant discrepancies in how agencies monitor and inventory weed infested acres, causing reported totals to differ across the state. Agencies can only estimate the percent of acres being controlled as the actual number of infested acres is largely unknown. Accurate data and a defined measure of infested acres is needed. Dedicating considerable time, effort and funding is necessary to accomplish this change and improve the reporting process. 
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A C R E S T R E A T E D & C OS T / A C R E P E R C ONT R OL ME T HOD No x i o u s We e d B i e n n i a l R e p o r t f o r F Y
D e p a r t me n t o f A d mi n i s t r a t i o n : A C R E S , I NF E S T E D A C R E S a n d T R E A T ME NT C OS T P E R A C R E T R E A T E D
A C R E S T R E A T E D & C OS T F OR E A C H C ONT R OL ME T HOD Agency Comment:
No x i o u s We e d B i e n n i a l R e p o r t f o r F Y ' s 2 0 1 6 & 2 0 1 7
Summary comment was not submitted.
Being able to cover all infested acres in a two-year period is very commendable. I would suggest doubling their budget and treating all 50 acres per year for a couple of years. By reducing the infestations, they should be able to reduce their cost, creating a spot treatment program in future years. Dave Burch, MDA
A g riculture C om m e n t : 
A C R E S T R E A T E D & C OS T F OR E A C H C ONT R OL ME T HOD
A g e n c y Co m m e n t :
A g r i c u l t u r e C o m m e n t :
Funding seems to be an issue, by controlling less than 25 percent of their infestations in a two-year period they will never be able to gain control of these infestations. I think they have a good program, but it is obvious they need to do more control, at current levels they will continue to lose ground.
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A g e n c y C o m m e n t :
The Montana Department of Environmental Quality's Remediation Division (DEQ) is responsible for implementing Superfund cleanup along Silver Bow Creek and the Clark Fork River. The cleanup activities have occurred in Silver Bow, Deer Lodge, and Powell Counties within properties held by DEQ, other governmental entities, and private parties. During the Biennium, the DEQ (through private contractors) conducted weed control on 3,643 acres (2,180 acres held by others), each receiving two full rounds of weed control, followed by a late season, abbreviated third pass targeting weed hotspots the first year. During the second year, DEQ conducted weed control as described above on 2,716 acres (1,392 acres held by others) along Silver Bow Creek and the Clark Fork River. Weed control activities were aimed at remediated areas, in addition to pretreating project areas prior to cleanup activities to reduce the noxious weed seedbed. Na t u r a l R e s o u r c e s a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n : 
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No x i o u s We e d B i e n n i a l R e p o r t f o r F Y ' s 2 0 1 6 & 2 0 1 7
The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) Trust Land Management Division manages 5.2 million surface acres of State School Trust Lands to generate revenue from natural resources such as timber, grazing lands, agricultural lands, minerals, and real estate. The DNRC does annual inspections on approximately 10% of those lands every year through a lease renewal inspection process. As lands are inspected in association with leases or other projects (such as timber sales and mineral development) weed infestations are noted. For leased lands, follow-up contact is made with the lessee and a noxious weed management plan and/or control is required by the Department as part of the lease agreement. For unleased lands or other projects, site-specific plans are developed to address weed control before, during, and after those activities are completed. In my professional opinion, I would estimate approximately 15-18% of DNRC owned lands have noxious weed infestations opposed the 4% infestation level showing in the report. The report also shows that DNRC is spending approximately $235,000 on an annual basis for weed control across leased and unleased lands.
Dan Dobler, DNRC
In reviewing the reports and the numbers submitted, I would agree with Mr. Dobler that 15 to 18 percent of DNRC land is infested with noxious weeds. I would also point out that their current program of treating 3.8 percent of the infested acres is inadequate to achieve a desirable reduction in infestation size and in cost. I believe that until DNRC creates a comprehensive reporting system for their leased lands, requesting acres infested, and dollars spent on weed management, they will never have a complete understanding of the magnitude of their noxious weed problem. 1 5 8 , 9 1 4 1 5 8 , 9 1 4 4 4 , 3 7 5 4 4 , 3 7 5 2 7 . 9 2 % 2 7 . 9 2 % 6 6 , 9 6 3 6 6 , 9 6 3 1 5 0 . 9 0 % 1 5 0 . 9 0 % $ 6 4 . 3 5 $ 6 4 . 3 5
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A C R E S T R E A T E D & C OS T F OR E A C H C ONT R OL ME T HOD
A g e n c y C om m e n t :
The Montana Department of Transportation greatly appreciates the Department of Agriculture's effort to create a biennial report format that accurately portrays weed efforts across the state. We feel that the new format encourages better communication with all partners necessary for a cooperative weed effort. In future years, having this format in place will lead to more effective planning, goal setting and reporting. I would suggest that those that try to decipher the report understand that "infested acres" is a very subjective number. It can be very difficult to define or measure" infested". Many of the graphs and percentages from the biennial report are based on "infested acres" and they may be interpreted differently by different people. I would hope that any questions or concerns about information in the report would be directed to the proper agency for clarification of the information. 
Managing to cover 100 percent of their property multiple times a year will help reduce infestations. F i s h , Wi l d l i f e a n d P a r k s : A C R E S , I NF E S T E D A C R E S a n d T R E A T ME NT C OS T P E R A C R E T R E A T E D 
A g r i c u l t u r e C o m m e n t : 
Mo n t a n a He r i t a g e C o mmi s s i o n : A C R E S , I NF E S T E D A C R E S a n d C OS T P E R A C R E T R E A T E D
A C R E S T R E A T E D & C OS T / A C R E P E R C ONT R OL ME T HOD
No x i o u s We e d B i e n n i a l R e p o r t f o r F Y ' s 2 0 1 6 & 2 0 1 7 A g r i c u l t u re Comment:
A g ency Co m m e n t :
Information was not received from this agency despite several requests being made. Dave Burch, MDA
